
I am always in search of 

value and quality for my 

clients. Craftsmanship 

adds luxury and depth

I moved from a career in finance to working in interiors while living in Tokyo. 

During that time, I found myself drawn to the simplicity of traditional Japa-

nese art and architecture, and the wabi–sabi aesthetic, a Japanese belief 

that embraces beauty as something that is imperfect or incomplete. My work 

is inspired by Christian Liaigre, Albert Hadley and a dash of the Mad Hatter. I 

describe my style as elegant and pared back, with layers of rich colours or 

textures to ensure the space is chic and interesting. I like a room that invites 

being barefoot. I’ve recently completed a Modernist beach house in Bridge-

hampton, New York. The house is a mix of vintage pieces, Ital-

ian contemporary and bespoke furniture. Working with clients 

is a collaborative process, where after listening to the design 

brief, I create a design road map that takes into consideration 

time, budget and quality. The biggest difference between my 

British and European clients and American projects is the 

former’s willingness to incorporate inherited pieces and 

curate the space over time, rather than a turn-key project, 

favoured by the latter. Detail is everything and determines 

how the finished room comes together as a cohesive unit. I am always in search 

of value and quality for my clients, and feel that good craftsmanship adds 

luxury and depth. I am a believer in buying quality pieces over time and layer-

ing things onto them. I love natural materials such as American walnut, bronze, 

plaster, linens, cottons, velvets and straw marquetry. Another service I offer is 

art consultation, and believe art is more than what is just on the walls in the 

house. I source from big-name galleries and flea markets alike, from The 

Kempton Antiques Market, rue de Lille in Paris and Pimlico Road to Design 

Centre, Chelsea Harbour. My house is my laboratory, a well-proportioned 

Georgian work in progress. rlaxerinteriors.com 

Rachel Laxer
With clients on both sides of the Atlantic, Rachel Laxer creates 
elegant interiors imbued with traditional craftsmanship,  
natural materials, functional art and quirky hints

FOUR MEMBERS OF THE LIST 

REVEAL THEIR STYLES AND 

APPROACHES TO DESIGN 

I have always had a passion for interior design and architecture and secured  

my first client while only halfway through my interior design course. Living in 

South America and Africa for some years, surrounded by extraordinary natural 

landscapes, has definitely influenced my style. I also love mid-century designers 

such as Arne Jacobsen and Charles and Ray Eames and have huge admiration  

for today’s designers, including Tricia Guild and Allegra Hicks. My projects range 

from newbuilds of varying scales to the interior design of existing houses, and 

involve working with teams of skilled builders alongside an array of suppliers and 

makers. Rather than imposing a signature style, I feel my role is to bring to life a  

client’s vision. Sometimes people don’t know what they like but they generally 

know what they don’t like, so that gives me a good starting point. I recently com-

pleted a project for the explorer Levison Wood. Designing his office space with dark 

panelling and cleverly displaying artefacts from his travels and many books, it was 

an example of how as a designer you have to interpret the client’s taste and lifestyle 

and not yours. Detail is king; it is what makes a design come together, whether  

it is the shade of grouting for tiles or the height of a skirting board. Beautiful  

interiors must also be functional - the current trend for open-plan living needs  

careful thought to create different areas. It is imperative to engage the right 

craftsmen to bring a scheme to fruition. I always respect the knowledge and 

expertise of the people I work with, as without them  

my designs would not come to life. I love discovering small 

individual suppliers. Rug designer Jennifer Manners is a 

new find that I am using for various projects. You have  

to know a client personally in order to create a space  

that they will love. I ask about childhood memories of 

home as this can have a big impact on a person’s taste. 

saundersinteriors.co.uk

Tracey Saunders
Time spent living abroad has influenced this London-based designer, 
whose attention to detail is evident from the initial planning stages  
to the positioning of artwork in the finished interior 
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house. A child’s bedroom. 
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